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they heard, would very greatly surprise them. As
the honorable member, however, had mentioned his
intention of bringing the subject before the house,
he thought it his duty to take the opportunity of
saying thus much on the subject, in order that His
Majesty's servants might take the earliest opportu-
nity of availing themselves of all the information on
the subject, which their situation so well enabled
them to do.

FEBRUARY 2.

CITY PETITION ON THE LOAN,

Mr. AMcnnan Curtis presented a petition of the liven/men of
London, setting forth, that the petitioners felt it their tiuty, at this
time, to express to tha house their Jirm attachment to the constitution
of this country, as established at the glorious revolution. That the
petitioners have seen, zvith concern, that the measures which have been
hitherto exerted for bringing this war to a happy conclusion, hare
not yet accomplished that desirable end, but they firmly rely on di-
vine, providence that the bra-wry and ardour of our nan/ and army
will be ultimately successful: and therefore, praying that the home
will, in their wisdom, adopt sitch measures as shall effectually defend
this country against its enemies, and obtain the blessings of peace,
whenever it can be effected consistently with t/M honor and dignify
of the state, and with that permanent security jonvkick alone, peace
is desirable, as important to the very CiiisteKcv of our trade, com"
merce, and prosperity.

The question beim? put, " That this petition be laid on the
table?

Mr. SHERIDAN observed, the \vorlhy alderman
called this petition, the petition of the liverymen of

London. Now, as the house \vcre likely to have
petitions in abundance for a pc.aee, it would be right
that those who directed their representatives to pre-
sent them, should know, when petitions were signed
whether they were to be understood in that house,
as petitions of war, or of peace. There were
many names, he observed, to the present petition;
lie did not mean to insinuate they were not respect-
able men; on the contrary, lie had no doubt they